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The National Anthem of Costa Rica came to be written under curious
circumstances. When, in 1853, the envoys of Great Britain and the United
States arrived in San Jose, the capital, the President of the young repub-
lic, desiring to impress the foreign dignitaries, resolved to have a national
hymn played at their reception. Since there was none in existence, he
ordered one Manuel Maria Gutierrez, reputed to be the best musician in
the country, to write such a song. But Gutierrez balked, saying that he
knew very little about writing music. The President then caused him to
be thrown into jail, and the poor man was kept there until he managed
to set down on paper a plausibly playable tune.

LANDMARKS AND  HISTORY

Musical culture in Latin America is actually more ancient than in North
America. The first music school in the New World was established in
Texoco, Mexico, in 1524, by Pedro de Gante, a Franciscan missionary.
He was also the first to teach the natives to sing hymns and use Gregorian
musical notation. The first book with music published in the Western
Hemisphere was an Ordinarium printed in Mexico in 1556, one hundred
and forty-two years before the first book containing musical notation was
published in North America. An important historical landmark was the
publication in Mexico in 1604 of a folio volume, Liber quo IV Passiones
Christi Domini Continentur. It contained original Passion music, eight
Lamentations, and a Jeremiad, composed by Juan Navarro. This Na-
varro has been unwarrantedly identified in music dictionaries with the
sixteenth-century Spanish musician of the same name. Gilbert Chase has
cleared up the matter in his article, "Juan Navarro Hispalensis and Juan
Navarro Gaditanus," published in the April 1945 issue of The Musical
Quarterly.

One of the important pioneers of ecclesiastical music in Latin America
was the famous Italian composer and organist Domenico Zipoli. He died
in Cordoba, Argentina, on January 2, 1726, a date established by docu-
mentary evidence in the monograph by Lauro Ayestaran, Domenico
Zipoli, El Gran Compositor y Organista Romano > published in 1941 in
Montevideo, Uruguay.

The first Mass celebrated in the New World was given in Santo Do-
mingo in 1512, The first native-born composer of the Western Hemi-
sphere was Cristobal de Llerana, who flourished in Santo Domingo in
the second half of the sixteenth century. The first song to words in an
Indian dialect was an Ave Maria in the Nahuatl language, set to music